
 

 

 

JANUARY 2021 

NOT A TERRIBLY HAPPY NEW YEAR...   

 

 

...Who would have thought we would have started 2021 in an even worse 

position than we found ourselves in at the start of the pandemic last March, with 

new variants of the virus running rampant? But happily the garden is still there 

as a thing of beauty, even if sometimes hard to discern through the late-

afternoon gloom and the all-too-frequent rain, & work goes on to keep it 

looking good & to plan for the future once this unspeakable virus is on the way 

out.  

 

 

KEEPING THE TREES IN SHAPE  

 

In line with our Garden Master Plan 

(details on the Formosa website) six trees 

are being removed this year & the 

epicormic shoots cut back on the remainder 

(which I now know to be growths that 

emerge from dormant buds along a tree’s 

trunk & branches).  Four of the trees are on 

the Warrington Crescent side & the others 

on the Sutherland Ave side and these are 

the last ones scheduled for removal under 

the Plan. The work is due to be carried out 

on Feb 1—5 & 8—9 and some of the 

chippings from the cut trees will 

subsequently be laid down on the 

flowerbeds.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PERIMETER PATH TO GET MAKE-OVER 

 

 

The path was due to be re-surfaced last 

summer but for various reasons this did not 

happen. However it is now a matter of 

urgency as so much of the gravel has been 

worn away and very heavy rains on the 

night of January 13 caused widespread 

flooding, with water coming level to some 

of the patio gardens in Warrington Crescent 

& much of the path made impassable. The 

plan is to do the works after the tree felling 

to avoid the path becoming covered in 

debris. In anticipation of this could any 

items left on the path be removed -- & also 

children’s toys from anywhere else in the 

garden please!  

Meanwhile in view of the still damp & muddy state of much of the path &  

lawns could residents perhaps be a bit more sparing in their use of them over the 

next couple of weeks until they’ve had the chance to dry out a bit more?  

 

NOW YOU SEE THEM, NOW YOU DON’T.... 

 

...the Christmas tree lights, that is. 

They brought a welcome touch of 

cheer when they were first switched 

on at the end of November & they 

were due to come on for six hours a 

day until the end of January. But alas 

after a couple of weeks a fuse went 

and kept on tripping every time it 

rained heavily - -which it has been 

doing quite a lot lately! The tree guys 

will take a look to see if they can discover where the loose connection is  – no  



 

 

 

 

easy task given that there are 22 metres of lights in all! It could be that over 

time with the growing of the branches the wire has become stretched, but any 

re-stringing operation would be extremely expensive & we are hoping some 

kind of repair might be possible.   

 

MAKE-OVER FOR THE CASTELLAIN GATE  

 

Work is currently in progress to re-furbish the garden 

gate at the Castellain Road end which has received 

little attention for several years & as a result is badly 

in need of a couple of new coats of paint & some 

improved signage. Unfortunately as some of you may 

have seen the workmen’s first effort appeared more 

suited to a top-secret nuclear facility than to a 

communal garden:    

Hopefully the end result will be much more subtle, 

with some fresh paintwork & more restrained use of 

signs.  

 

 

POSSIBLE DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

At the time of writing it is impossible to know how long current restrictions are 

likely to continue, but in a spirit of optimism we’ve started thinking about a 

programme of events for 2021. We’ve already been informed that the annual 

London Open Gardens is likely to go ahead as a virtual event on June 12/13 &  

we’ve told the organisers we would like to take part. Gravitas has a drone which 

could be used to carry out a virtual tour of the garden & we could perhaps also 

provide a talk on the Garden Master Plan & its progress to date.  

 

We are working towards a July 2/3 date for the annual Family Fun Day & 

hoping to stage the traditional Fireworks night in November. A return of  

 

 



 

 

 

Shakespeare  in the Squares may also be on the cards & we have already had 

some strong support for the idea of staging occasional movie nights.  

 

If there is anything else you would like to see considered by our crack Events 

team please email our Agents, Westbourne Block Management, on 

info@wb19.co.uk.    

 

STAYING SAFE IN TIME OF COVID 

 

Finally a reminder about the social distancing rule which has been in force 

almost from the beginning of the pandemic as it applies in the Garden. We are 

asking walkers and joggers using the pathways go in a clockwise direction to 

reduce the possibility of contact. Joggers approaching walkers should overtake 

them by using the garden turf to ensure a two-metre wide gap. All children 

under the age of six must be accompanied by at least one parent to ensure the 

distancing rule is observed.  

Regular up-dates on government regulations should be found on the Formosa 

Amenity website if I can manage to keep up with the game!  

 

vivvy.robins@gmail.com   
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